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India’s place at
global high tables

New Delhi's ability to maximise its role inthe
post-war reconstruction may be hamstrung by its
modest position in key multilateral institutions
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SUBHOMOY BHATTACHARIEE
New Delhi, 8 March

econstruction efforts after the
R Russia-Ukraine war will be dom-

inated by the heft of the mem-
bership of major nations across interna-
tional organisations. India is hamstrung
because it does not play host to any
major global institution nor does it hold
positions of significant influence in
the ones in which it has membership.
As aresult, the world’s sixth largest econ-
omy is obliged to follow the rules set
by most of them.

“India has not been in senior secre-
tariat positions in any of the major global
institutions,” said Ashok Sajjanhar, for-
mer ambassador to Kazakhstan, Latvia
and Sweden.

India, for instance, is keen to secure
the chairmanship of the Heads of State
Council of the Shanghai Cooperation
Organisation (SCO). Analysts compare
the role of SCO with that of NATO in
Europe. Before that, however, there are
other prizes, such as India’s chairman-
ship of the G20 at the end of this year.

Also at stake are dominant roles in
organisations such as the
Asian Infrastructure
Investment Bank and the
New Development Bank,
recasting relations in bod-
ies like the International
Monetary Fund (IMF) and
more. The weaponisation
of the global financial sys-
tem to target countries,
Indian bureaucrats feel,
make it essential that New Delhi sits in
positions of authority at the rule-making
bodies that will decide on their future use.

“For various reasons India has a mod-
est presence in the multilateral organi-
sations. Consequently, as of now, I don’t

Global power
play will become
more intense
once the scale of

the destruction
in the Russia-
Ukraine conflict
becomes clear
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GLOBAL REACH

Key multilateral institutions

Institution Headquarters
United Nations New York
World Bank Washington DC
International Washington DC
Monetary Fund

Asian Infrastructure Beijing
Investment Bank

New Development Shanghai
Bank or Brics Bank

Shanghai Cooperation Beijing
Organisation

RCEP Hanoi

OPEC Vienna
European Central Bank Frankfurt

FATF Paris

Bank for International Basel
Settlements

South East Asian

(entral Banks Centre Kuala Lumpur
ICANN Los Angeles
WTO Geneva

see much space for India except as a
token presence in them, in the recon-
struction phase,” said Ajay Shankar, for-
mer secretary, Department of
Industrial Policy and
Promotion, and now distin-
guished fellow at Delhi-based
think tank, The Energy and
Resources Institute (TERI).
But influential participation
in multilateral organisations is
becoming more important for
major nations as globalisation
as a value goes into retreat.
Global reconstruction after World
War Il was dominated by the then newly
created international organisations,
including not only the United Nations
and its family of institutions, but also
the IMF and the World Bank. They were

soon joined by the specific continent-
based development banks like the
Asian Development Bank and the
African Development Bank. How these
institutions approached development
was guided by which nations held pole
positions in each set-up. Voting rights,
for instance, became important in
this context.

Global power play will become more
intense once the scale of the destruction
in the Russia-Ukraine conflict becomes
clear. As of now, Ukraine is bearing the
brunt of the physical destruction, but
Russia has begun to suffer from the
effects of the punishing regime of sanc-
tions. As refugees from Ukraine crowd
into neighbouring nations, the impact
on host economies will start showing.
There are estimates that nearly 4 million
could flee Ukraine.

The dislocation adds to the impact
Covid-19 has had on the global economy.
The cost of getting the economies back
on the path of growth was just being tot-
ted up when this war arrived. It is also
difficult to estimate in what shape Russia
will emerge after the conflict. Moscow
has deep connections with Central Asian
nations. As those connections will cer-
tainly fray, other nations will race to grab
the new opportunities. The only checks
to the race will be the ones coming from
the multilateral organisations.

Sajjanhar pointed out that India’s
strategy has been to develop deep part-
nerships with a number of countries to
gain positions at the high table. But this
may no longer be a viable option given
the emergence of multilateral institu-
tions as places of reckoning in the global
power play. The creation of the
Quadrilateral Security Dialogue (the
Quad), in which India is a significant
member, and Aukus, the trilateral secu-
rity pact between Australia, the UK and
the US, are two recent examples.

At the IMF, India has already pitched
for conflating the issue of Special
Drawing Rights with enhanced voting
rights. The dispute has led to stiff argu-
ments among the member nations. India
argues that just as nations that need
more support from the IMF to recover
from Covid-19 by getting more SDR
(which substitutes for scarce foreign
exchange reserves for them), those
nations that provide the support should
also get larger voting rights.

There have been other institutions
where India is learning the costs of not
being in the green room. For instance,
India has been out of the rule-making
group of the United Nations Convention
on the Law of the Sea (UNCLOS), an
international organisation that sets rules
for marine and maritime activities by all
nations. Pakistan is in this green room
at a time when India plans to expand its
reach in the blue economy. Of more con-
cern is UNCLOS’ decisions in the con-
tested Bay of Bengal, where Chinese
ships have made regular forays of late.

Apart from G20, India is a keen sup-
porter of a new G10, replacing the cur-
rent combination of the Organisation for
Economic Co-operation and
Development (OECD) countries which
operate under this moniker. It will be a
tough diplomatic call, but then the
stakes are likely to be equally big in the
post-war landscape.

Over half of Ukraine’s energy
comes from nuclear sources

France and Slovakia are the only countries to have a higher share of
domestic generation from nuclear

A nuclear plant in Ukraine

REUTERS

UKRAINE RELIES HEAVILY ON
NUCLEAR ENERGY

(% share of nuclear sources in domestic
energy generation, 2020)
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YET, SOME COUNTRIES RELY HEAVILY ON NUCLEAR SOURCES
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Zaporizhzhia, Ukraine’s largest power
plant, caught fire last week in an episode
thatbroughtthe world closertoanuclear
accident. Soon after, Russian forces moved
intotake control of the plant. On Monday,
Ukrainian President Volodymyr
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Theshare of nuclear energy hasbeen
decreasingworldwide, butin Ukraine, it
hasincreased overthelastdecade.In1995,
17.5 per cent of the world’s total energy gen-
eration was from nuclear sources, butitde-
clined subsequently. By 2010, it had alrea-
dycomedownto12.8 per cent, and nuclear
reliance decreased further after the Fuku-

shimadisasterin Japan.In2019,

Zelenskyy said that the Russian Russia is the atenth of global energy genera-
troops wereadvancingtotake only country tionwas from nuclear sources.
control of the country’s third where Japan produced 24.6 per cent
powerplant. dependence on ofitsenergy fromnuclear

Ukraineisoneofthe few nuclgar energy sourcesin2010;by2015, this
countriesthat rely heavilyon has risen ratiohad come downto 0.9 per
nuclear power forelectricity Fonsistently cent.In2020, only 3.5 per cent of
generation. Data fromthe in the last Japan’senergy came from
International Energy Agency three decades  pyclearsources.

showsthat Ukraine wasamong

thethree countries where nuclear sources
accounted for over 50 per cent of energy
generation. France had thelargest sharein
2020, with two-thirds of itsenergy coming
from nuclear sources, followed by the
SlovakRepublicwith a 539 per cent share
and Ukraine with a53.6 per cent share.

Incontrast, in Ukraine, while
47.2per centof the energy came from nucl-
ear power plantsin 2010, theratiohad incr-
eased to53.6 percentadecadelater. Ukrai-
ne’sdependence on nuclear declined from
47.7per centin 2005to47.2 per centin 2010.

Russiaisthe only countrywhere
dependence on nuclear energy hasrisen

GLOBALLY, NUCLEAR
RELIANCE HAS DECREASED

(% share of global energy generation)
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SHARE OF NUCLEAR ENERGY
IS GROWING IN CHINA

(% share of nuclear sources in domestic
energy generation, 2020)

United States | China | India
1990 19.0 0.0 2.1
2000 19.7 1.2 3.0
2010 19.2 1.7 2.7
2020 19.4 L.6 2.7
Data for China for 2019; Source: IEA

consistently inthelast three decades. Only
atenth of Russian electricity generation
wasnuclearin1990, but afifth came from
nuclearsourcesin2020.

ForEurope, the share hasdeclined
fromapeakof 30 per centin2000t022.6
percentin2020. France hasfallen froma
peakof784 percentin 2005t0 66.5 per
centin2020.

China’snuclear share nearly tripled
from1.7 per centin2010to4.6 per centin
2019. The compounded annual growth
rate of energy in Chinabetween 2015 and
2019was19.5 per cent— higherthanany
other countryinthe world.

Ontheotherhand, Indiahasnotmade
much developmentinitsnuclearenergy
programme. In2000, 3 per cent ofall
energy generated in the country was from
nuclearsources. While generation from
nuclearsources hasincreased, the share
hasremained inthe2.7-2.8 per centrange.

Europe, USand Chinaaccounted for
754 per cent of the world’s total nuclear
energy generation. Theirshare has
declined from76.6 per cent in 2015.
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How many words can
youpackinanad?

AMBI PARAMESWARAN

I have had a penchant for wear-
ing a wrist watch with a stop-
watch feature. This is an old
habit predating the smartphone
era. Why, you may ask. While
working in marketing and adv-
ertising, you are in the business
of creating and approving televi-
sion spots of a fixed length (it
was a practice at least till the
2010s). And it was always a good
habit to see if all that a copywri-
ter has written can fit into the
30 seconds planned for the ad.
One rule of thumb was to ensure
that the dialogue and voiceover
portion of the ad, when narrated
in normal style, does not exceed
half the duration of the ad. If
you have planned a 30-second
ad, the narration should ideally
not be for more than 15 or 20
seconds. Why? Well, television
isavisual medium and hencea
picture can tell the story of a
thousand words.

Prof John Philip Jones, who
had astellar career in the global
ad agency JWT and then a sec-
ond innings in academia, said:
“Effective advertising is gener-
ally more visual than verbal.
The number of words in a
30-second commercial should
be restricted to thirty or less.
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The picture should tell the sto-
ry” (in the book Brands Engines
for Profit). His latest book,
Adbvertising at the Crossroads,
explores this issue and many
more, especially with respect to
the Indian subcontinent.

How verbose are Indian tel-
evision ads? And are they get-
ting less or more verbose? These
were the two questions the acc-
ount planning team at FCB Ulka
attempted to answer in its res-
earch adecade ago. The analysis
involved taking a purposive
sample of around 30 television
ads from the 1980s, 1990s,
2000s and 2010s. In order to
compare likes with like, ads of
only packaged goods brands
covering personal care, home
care, foods, cosmetics etc. were
dissected. The simple reason
was that these ads dominated
the television medium in India
and archives were available for
the team to dig into. The team
found that Indian ads (Hindi
ads) were packed with a lot
more words than Prof Jones
would have liked. And the word
count was going up. From 41
words on an average in the
1980s to almost 53 words in
2010s. While going through this
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article recently I was wondering
if this increase is continuing?
Are we packing more and more
into the 30-second ad now than
in the past? Or are we moving
the other way and going more
international?

Once again my researcher
and Ilooked at consumer pack-
aged goods ads from popular
TV channels like Star TV, Zee
TV etc. A total of 30 ads were
analysed. We discovered that
the word count had now
reached 65. The analysis also
revealed that more and more
ads had a lot of dialogue. On an
average, dialogue content of ads
was at 39 words. This was a big
jump from the past. Voiceover
word count had declined mar-
ginally. And jingle word count
had declined substantially. In
our analysis in 2010, we had
total words at 53, jingle at 11,
voiceover at 29 and dialogue at
12. Our research said that now
in 2022, we have a total word
count of 65, jingle at five,
voiceover at 22 and dialogue at
38. Significant change indeed.

A further sub-analysis
showed that ads for personal
care brands packed as much as
69 words in 30 seconds; the

number was significantly lower
at 52 words for food brand ads.

What could be the reason for
the increase of word count in
Indian ads? There could be
many. The increase in compe-
tition across categories has
pushed brand marketers to pack
more and more “points of dif-
ference” in their messaging. The
cost of television advertising
(though in cost per thousand
exposures, Indian television
advertising is still a bargain) has
pushed brand managers to not
take any chances with the mes-
sage content. The other reason
could be the need to convert
rural consumers to branded
products (that may also explain
the need for dialogues narrated
between characters). Finally, the
reason could also be the pre-tes-
ting methods being used. When
applied blindly, these pre-tests
tend to favour the more verbose
forms of advertising (often with
a celebrity thrown in).

It is said that Japanese tele-
vision ads pack a lot of words,
often in just 15 seconds. We all
know how mutual fund ads tell
us: “Mutual fund investments
are subject to market risks, read
all scheme-related documents
carefully” (14 words in 3seconds
or less). The way consumer
brands are packing words into
their ads, I do worry if all ads
will one day be narrated the way
mutual fund risks are announ-
ced. Hopefully, we will not end
up there. Yes, if you are plan-
ning for your next ad, remem-
ber that a picture is worth a
thousand words. Pauses allow
anad tobreathe. And your con-
sumer to lean in.

(Research support received
from Sreyan M Chowdhary)

Ambi Parameswaran is a best-
selling author and independent
brand coach. He can bereached at
ambimgp@brand-building.com
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NOTICE OF POSTAL BALLOT AND REMOTE E-VOTING INFORMATION

Members of the Company are hereby informed that pursuant to the provisions of Section 110 and other applicable
provisions, if any, of the Companies Act, 2013 ("the Act") read with Rule 20 and Rule 22 of the Companies (Management
and Administration) Rules, 2014 ("the Rules"), Securities and Exchange Board of India (Listing Obligations and
Disclosure Requirements) Regulations, 2015 ("Listing Regulations"), Secretarial Standard-2 issued by the Institute of
Company Secretaries of India including any statutory modification(s) or re-enactment(s) thereof for the time being in
force, Ministry of Corporate Affairs ("MCA") General Circular No. 14/2020 dated April 08, 2020, General Circular No.
17/2020 dated April 13, 2020, General Circular No. 22/2020 dated June 15, 2020, General Circular No. 33/2020 dated
September 28, 2020, General Circular No. 39/2020 dated December 31, 2020, General Circular No. 02/2021 dated
January 13, 2021, General Circular No. 10/2021 dated June 23, 2021 and General Circular No. 20/2021 dated
December 08, 2021 issued by the Ministry of Corporate Affairs (‘MCA Circulars’) and subject to other applicable laws
and regulations, the Postal Ballot Notice has been sent on March 08, 2022 in electronic mode to those Members whose
e-mail addresses are registered with the Depository Participants or the Company/Integrated Registry Management
Services Private Limited, Registrar & Transfer Agent of the Company for seeking Members' approval for the following
resolutions:

1. Re-appointment of Mr. Soumitra Bhattacharya (DIN:02783243) as Managing Director from July 01, 2022 to

June 30, 2023
2. To appoint Mr. Guruprasad Mudlapur (DIN:07598798) as a Director of the Company
3. To appoint Mr. Guruprasad Mudlapur (DIN:07598798) as Joint Managing Director from February 09, 2022 to
February 08, 2025

The Board of Directors of the Company has appointed Mr. N. D. Satish, Practicing Company Secretary (ICSI
Membership No.10003), as the Scrutiniser to scrutinise the votes cast through Postal Ballot through remote e-voting
in a fair and transparent manner.

In compliance with sections 108 and 110 of the Act, the Rules and Regulation 44 of the Listing Regulations, the
Company is pleased to provide the facility of voting by remote e-voting to its Members, to exercise their right to vote
on the resolution proposed to be passed.

The Company has engaged the services of Central Depository Services (India) Limited (‘CDSL’) to provide remote
e-voting facility.

The Postal Ballot notice is also made available on the Company's website at www.bosch.in under Shareholder
Information and on the Stock Exchanges websites i.e., www.bseindia.com, www.nseindia.com and is also available at
www.evotingindia.com on the website of Central Depository Services (India) Limited (CDSL).

A person whose name appears in the Register of Members/List of Beneficial Owners maintained by the Depositories as
on the cut-off date i.e. Friday, March 04, 2022 only shall be entitled to avail the facility of remote e-voting. The voting
rights of Members shall be in proportion to their share in the paid-up Equity Share Capital of the Company as on the
cut-off date. A person who is not a Member as on the cut-off date should treat this Notice for information purpose only.

Members shall vote by using remote e-voting facility. The voting will commence on Wednesday, March 09, 2022 at 9:00
a.m. (1ST) and will end on Thursday, April 07, 2022 at 5:00 p.m. (IST) and thereafter the remote e-voting module shall
be disabled/blocked for voting. The remote e-voting shall not be allowed beyond the said date and time. Once the vote
on aresolution is cast by the Member, the same cannot be changed subsequently.

In pursuance of MCA circulars, the hard copy of the Postal Ballot Notice along with Postal Ballot Form and pre-paid
business reply envelope is not being sent to the Members for this Postal Ballot and the Members are requested to
communicate their assent or dissent through remote e-voting system only.

In case of any queries, the members may also contact:

Particulars Central Depository Services Integrated Registry Management | Bosch Limited
(India) Limited Services Private Limited

Address Marathon Futurex, A-Wing, No 30, Ramana Residency, Hosur Road, Adugodi,
25th floor, NM Joshi Marg, 4th Cross Sampige Road, Bengaluru- 560030
Lower Parel, Mumbai 400013 Malleswaram, Bengaluru 560 003

Name & Mr. Rakesh Dalvi Mr. S. Giridhar Ms. Divya Ajith

Designation (Manager) (Chief Manager) (Company Secretary &

Compliance Officer)
Telephone (022) 23058543, (022) 23058542 | (080) 23460815 to 818 (080) 67524938
Email Id Helpdesk.evoting@cdslindia.com | giri@integratedindia.in investor@in.bosch.com

The manner of casting votes through remote e-voting for Members holding shares in dematerialised mode, physical
mode and for Members who have not registered their e-mail addresses is provided in the Postal Ballot Notice.

In terms of the MCA Circulars, Members who have not registered their e-mail addresses and as a consequence could
not receive the Postal Ballot Notice may get their email addresses registered with RTA by clicking on the link:
https://www.integratedindia.in/emailupdation.aspx and following the registration process as guided thereafter. After
successful submission of the email address, RTA will email a copy of the Notice along with the e-voting user ID and
password.

The results of voting by means of Postal Ballot through remote e-voting shall be declared on or before Friday, April 08,

2022 at any time before by 5.00 p.m. IST and will be displayed along with the Scrutinizer's Report at the Registered

Office as well as communicated to the Stock Exchanges viz. BSE Limited and National Stock Exchange of India Limited,

where the shares of the Company are listed, and would also be uploaded on the website of the Company: www.bosch.in
and on the website of CDSL.

By order of the Board

Sd/-

Divya Ajith

Company Secretary &

Compliance Officer

Place : Bengaluru
Date : 08.03.2022.
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